
T A L K - P O L I T I C S . C O M / M A N I F E S T O

team@talk-politics .com 

M A Y  2 0 1 7  

Let 's Talk Politics .

T A L K - P O L I T I C S . C O M

THE 

TALKPOLITICS 

PAPERS 



T H E  T A L K P O L I T I C S  P A P E R S  

TalkPolitics is a non-profit think-tank and 

campaign group aimed at tackling political 

apathy . For more information about our work , 

visit http ://talk-politics .com/about 

A B O U T  T A L K P O L I T I C S  

CONTENTS 
1

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Preamble - Matthew Gillow 

10 Steps to a Better Democracy - TalkPolitics Team 

Collated and Edited by Cameron Broome 

Educating a Generation - Henry Davies 

Localism: Bringing Politics Out of 

Westminster - Richard Wood 

Conclusion - Cameron Broome 

Relationships between politics and 

the public - Guinevere Poncia 

Protecting Freedom of Speech and 

Expression - Matthew Gillow 



T H E  T A L K P O L I T I C S  P A P E R S  -  1 0  S T E P S  

10 STEPS TO A BETTER DEMOCRACY 

MORE POLITICAL EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS 

As more schools become academies, they have greater 

autonomy to set their own curriculums. There are arguably 

some benefits to having this greater freedom but there is a 

real danger that education will become inconsistent. 

TalkPolitics proposes enforcing a standardised, compulsory 

PSHCE curriculum (including a basic political education,) 

regardless of school status, so that a high-quality ‘citizenship’ 

education is delivered across the board.

ST
EP

 1 

BETTER SOCIAL MEDIA TRAINING 

From Twitter to Instagram to Snapchat, more and more 

young people are engrossed by social media. However, social 

media can be used ineffectively. Online posts stay online 

forever and polarising posts can inhibit future employment 

prospects. TalkPolitics supports “social media education” 

embedded in PSCHE lessons, where young people are taught

about the dangers of social media. There is also a danger that 

social media creates “echo chambers”; individuals follow 

others with similar views, creating online “safe spaces”. We 

want to make young people aware of these bubbles and 

teach them to think independently, as well as teaching them 

to consider source provenance in relation to the rise of “fake 

news”

ST
EP

 2
 

33.9% of eligible voters did not cast a 
vote in the 2015 General Election. 
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FUNDING FOR GRASS-ROOTS GROUP TO DELIVER POLITICAL EDUCATION 

Apathy continues to plague our democracy. 28 per cent of 

eligible voters in the EU referendum chose not to vote. We 

believe that the best way to tackle voter apathy is through 

grassroots groups such as TalkPolitics, rather than top-down 

government schemes. But these organisations need funding 

in order to sustain themselves. TalkPolitics believes the 

Government should greater support independent groups.

ST
EP

 3
 

AN OPT-OUT ELECTORAL REGISTER 

Rather than encouraging young people to sign up to the 

electoral register, TalkPolitics believes that young people 

should automatically be added to the voting register upon 

turning 18; they can then have a choice to “opt-out”. We 

believe this could help tackle voting apathy amongst 

‘millennials’, who are the least likely to vote.

ST
EP

 4
 

RESEARCH INTO DIGITAL VOTING OPTIONS 

TalkPolitics have some degree of scepticism as to widespread 

digital voting, in terms of the potential for fraud and 

corruption. However, in the same way that postal votes 

supplement casting a physical vote in person at a ballot box,

we are open to the idea of some kind of digital voting, to 

ensure voting is as convenient as possible.

ST
EP
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 The 2017 Stoke Central by-election 
had a turnout of just 38.2%. 
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TAKE POLITICS OUT OF WESTMINSTER 

Politics shouldn’t just be about soundbites delivered with a 

shot of the Houses of Parliament in the background; it should 

be about engaging people in politics at a local, grass-roots 

level. UK political system is arguably one of the most 

centralised in the world. TalkPolitics support greater 

devolution of power to city mayors and local councils to 

ensure politics does not become Westminster-centric. We also 

believe that local councillors could play an important role in 

delivering political education.

ST
EP

 6
 

STOP MEDIA MONOPOLIES 

In a healthy democracy, a media is vitally important to hold 

the government to account. However, competition is 

important too to ensure the media is diverse and 

representative of the pluralised breadth of public opinion; 

monopolies are anti free-market and inhibit choice. 

TalkPolitics are concerned by the recent rise of media 

monopolises and thus support a 20% cap of national media 

ownership.

ST
EP

 7 

PROTECT FREE SPEECH 

A growing number of Universities are no-platforming speakers 

due to protests from students. But there is a concern that a 

loud minority are overruling a silent majority, and that difficult 

issues are not being debated openly. The BNP party did not 

disappear from British politics because they were no 

platformed. On the contrary, the BNP were given air time on 

programs such as BBC Question Time; their leader, Nick 

Griffin, was brought under scrutiny and his popularity 

plummeted. TalkPolitics would like to see restrictions on 

Universities in terms of their ability to no-platform speakers.

ST
EP
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RESEARCH INTO DIGITAL VOTES FOR MP'S 

While traditions can be valuable, Westminster is in serious 

need of modernisation. At present, MPs have to travel all the 

way to London to cast their relevant votes. This is expensive for 

the tax payer both in terms of time and money. Allowing MPs 

to vote remotely in digital form would allow them to spend 

more time in their constituency, as well as saving the 

tax-payer’s money due to the lower travel subsidies / 

expenses.

ST
EP

 9
 

ENCOURAGE MP'S TO COMMIT TO MORE OUTREACH IN LOCAL SCHOOLS 

In order to ensure politicians are not dehumanised and build 

healthy relationships with their constituents, we would like 

politicians to commit to 10 hours of outreach work per year in

schools. 18-24 year olds are the least likely to vote, and we 

believe building closer relationships with MPs will help get 

this demographic out to vote.

The 10 Steps to a Better Democracy were formulated by the TalkPolitics 

Team. They were collated and edited, after much discussion and refinement 

by our very own, Editor-in-Chief, Cameron Broome. 

These steps are TalkPolitics' recommendations for a healthier, more 

sustainable form of democracy in the UK. For a more detailed look at what 

we're proposing, read on to the TalkPolitics Papers. 

ST
EP

 10
 

Only 43% of 18-24-year-olds voted in 
the 2015 General Election. 
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THE TALK POLITICS PAPERS 

Preamble 
By Matthew Gillow, Managing Director 

“Democracy is the worst form of government, except for all the 

others.” 

Winston Churchill was borrowing from an unknown predecessor 

when he coined one of his most famous lines. To an extent, I think he 

was right. It would be a foolish man to claim our democracy is 

perfect though an even more foolish one to suggest there are 

existing systems that better it. 

I’m a firm advocate for strong, representative democracy. Our faith in 

the system has made Britain one of the greatest, most liberal states 

in the world for centuries. It means efficiency. It means – should you 

choose to speak out, your voice will be heard. It means checks and 

balances against authoritarianism. It means the government must 

respond to public opinion. 

Sometimes, though, our democracy falters. Our Westminster model 

means, sometimes, tradition trumps progress. It means archaic 

practices for the sake of history. It means a general feeling that 

people don’t need to learn about politics – because their MP will do 

the legwork for them. Whilst that isn’t always false, it means that 
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sometimes uninformed opinions (in the age of social media) take 

precedence. Whilst we have far more in common than that which 

divides us, as the brilliant Jo Cox said, it is inevitable that this will lead 

to tension. It leads to calls against that sacred right to free expression. 

It leads to cries of ‘bigot’ and ‘snowflake.’ It leads to safe spaces, 

anti-secularism, growing class divides. 

Let’s have it then. 

We say it’s time to modernise Westminster. Time to really train people 

to think for themselves – to criticise the press, the government, each 

other – but not to shrink away from debate. To educate people on the 

issues that matter. 

Because, sure, democracy isn’t the best form of government. 

But it could be.
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Educating a Generation 
By Henry Davies, Head of Fundraising and Recruitment 

This is a quote so often attributed to Nelson Mandela, the man that helped drag 

South Africa out of Apartheid. Whether or not he said these exact words is 

disputed, but it is the sentiment rather than the quote itself, that truly matters. In 

the 2015 General Election, turnout amongst 18-24-year-olds was estimated at 

43%. In the EU Referendum, the initial estimates were 36%. In decisions that truly 

changed the world that the younger generation will inherit, a majority don’t even 

show up. Is this because they just don’t care? We don’t think so. Our generation is 

one of the most politically active, with Kate Crowhurst writing in the Telegraph, 

“This trend of young people choosing not to vote is at odds with the rise in youth 

volunteering in community action.” (2015). So, we know that young people are 

becoming politically active, but they are not taking the traditional avenues to 

engagement. The problem is, without voting, nothing will change. If democracy 

is to survive in a generation of smartphones and social media, something must 

be done, and the first step has to be education. 

During the EU Referendum campaign, and every campaign like it, there is a

barrage of information from all sides. Facts, figures and case studies are pushed 

onto the public, all supposedly evidencing one side or another’s argument.  Now 

more than ever, in this digital age, young people are surrounded by politics, but 

without the right tools to interpret the information. How, then, are young people 

supposed to make informed decisions, when they lack a fundamental education 

of the political systems in this country? How, can we change the world, without 

actually knowing how it works? The arguments on what has caused apathy to 

spread amongst the young of today are many, and they are passionately 

debated. But this argument is the one that stands out for TalkPolitics; without 

education, there is ignorance. Where there is ignorance, there is always apathy. 

  

"Education is the most powerfullmost powerful tool 

which you can use to change the world"
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So, in order to equip a generation to make informed decisions, and to enable 

them to take the first steps towards changing the world, TalkPolitics is 

advocating for a standardised and compulsory ‘Personal, Social, Health and 

Citizenship Education (PSHCE)’ in all schools, that would include at least a basic 

level of political education as well as better digital training, to ensure that all 

young people can effectively use social media without getting caught up in 

political echo-chambers and the rise of ‘fake news’. No matter what the status of 

the school, be it an academy, free, state, faith or independent, there must be a 

standard and high-quality ‘citizenship’ education, to ensure that all students are 

equipped to move forward into an increasingly political society. No longer can 

we expect young people to ‘educate themselves’ in politics, because of the sheer 

mass and range of material that is presented as fact, but is in truth, opinion. As a 

society, we must rely on education professionals to present a balanced and 

unbiased picture of the political systems of this country. Only then can this 

generation move forward to form their own opinions based on fact. 

We don’t believe that political education should stop here. Should schools and 

students wish to take their political education programmes forward, then there 

should be options to do so. To help tackle apathy, we’re advocating for more 

funding for independent groups like TalkPolitics to deliver political education 

courses in schools across the country. Rather than using top-down government 

schemes, it’s time to shift focus onto grassroots campaigns that can provide a 

better understanding of issues as they arise. These groups cannot rely on 

donations alone and require more sustainable funding from local and central 

government. 

So, let us move forward and start to educate a generation of the importance and 

far-reaching nature of politics. With the right tools and the knowledge of how to

use them, we have the power to create a generation of people that can inherit 

the world and use it, change it and pass it on responsibly. It’s time to stop 

obsessing about the present and look just a few years to the future, for this is the 

electorate of tomorrow. Shouldn’t we be preparing them for the world that 

awaits them? It was the Greek orator and statesman, Pericles that said, “Just 

because you don’t take an interest in politics doesn’t mean politics won’t take an 

interest in you.” Everyone here at TalkPolitics truly believes that these are words 

to live by. 
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Relationships between 

politics and the public 
By Guinevere Poncia, Senior Campaign Agent 

It’s a troubling paradox that those who are tasked with representing the interests 

of the people in Parliament, polls show, are distrusted by the British public. 2016 

data shows that politicians were trusted less than both bankers and estate 

agents.  

Notably, however, this is not a new trend. Politics is notorious for being a 

mistrusted profession, and arguably, such distrust is part and parcel of making 

challenging decisions that will inevitably not please everyone. There is, after all, a 

reason why the ‘anti-establishment’ label is so appealing for candidates seeking 

public support. Amongst other things, being anti-establishment implies that a 

candidate is more trustworthy than those who hold power. Whether that 

approach will work for leaders of mainstream parties in the UK, at this point, 

remains to be seen. 

A more recent trend is the rise of swing voters. In 2015 nearly 40% of voters 

changed their party allegiance from 2010.  In the 1960s, swing voters were 

relatively uncommon, today, however, they command a new approach to 

political campaigning. The rise of ‘consumer politics’ means fewer politicians can 

rely on long-term loyalty to guarantee votes.  Consequently, politicians are more 

likely to respond to short-term whims of the electorate in order to gain 

popularity, as opposed to concentrating on long-term, rational planning. 

Unsurprisingly then, we have seen a rise in the popularity of fringe parties, 

including UKIP and the SNP. 

In short, these conditions attest to a state of politics in the UK in which the 

relationship between politics and the public is both troubled and unstable. 
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Moreover, it has been suggested that the era of ‘post-truth’ politics is the result of 

the ‘corrosive’ relationship between the public and politics.  Distrust for 

politicians has allowed irrational ways of conducting political discourse to fester 

and multiply into prejudice and falsehood. In this sense then, politics as much 

about perception as reality. In this way, the media is a crucial part of how the 

relationship between the public and politicians is understood and expressed. 

Governments have long been interested in making sure that they, not the media, 

set the terms of “the political agenda”.  Despite best efforts, however, is it at all 

surprising that politicians are distrusted when the work that MPs do every day 

that benefits the nation rarely makes headlines, but their scandals do?  Evidently, 

improving the relationship between politics and the public relies on teaching 

people to critically appraise what they read and hear in the media. Hence, Talk 

Politics is committed to furthering political education in order to build a 

meaningful dialogue between Westminster and the nation. 

Aiding this dialogue are new ways to communicate afforded to us by modern 

technology. Thanks to social media, the public have more access to information 

than ever before. Whether we like it or not, all of us are having to adjust how we 

communicate to better suit the digital age. Such is the case with politics, where 

users of online platforms such as Twitter have spearheaded new ways of 

communicating with their representatives and their constituents (86% of MPs 

have Twitter accounts).  Talk Politics is testament to the power of these new 

forms of communication, using online platforms to circulate easy-to-understand 

political information and opinion. It has brought together 23 people, from 

different cities, different walks of life, all with a passion to make politics more 

accessible, in a way that would not have been possible two decades ago. 

The work of Talk Politics attests to the real and tangible difference that can be 

made when young people are politically engaged. As such, improving the 

public-politics relationship also involves engaging groups who feel like politics 

does not work for them, in particular, young voters. Young people in the UK 

consistently have low turnouts at elections.  They also are less likely to 

consistently support one particular party.  In part, this is due to the fact that 

fewer young people see themselves as being constrained to one political or 

social identity. This presents a unique opportunity for parties to engage with 

youth voters ‘disillusioned’ with politics on cross-party matters, such as the 
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relationship with the EU, that will impact disproportionately upon their future. 

Having said this, engagement is by no means limited to the young. Every 

member of the public has a part to play in holding their representatives to 

account. Engaging in a dialogue with one’s MP, whether that be over social 

media, at a constituency surgery, or through protest or petition, is a unique 

benefit afforded to democratic nations. It should never be taken for granted, and 

it is a testament to the accountability of our political system that having the 

public ‘on side’ is an important aspect of passing legislation. Hence, at the centre 

of the relationship between the public and politics is the MP, representing the

interests of their constituents. However the relationship between politics and the 

public may be played out in the press, or be perceived by the people, it remains 

of utmost importance that MPs carry out, to the best of their ability and 

according to their conscience, their representative roles. 

To summarise, politics in the UK is dependent on the people. Troubling 

paradoxes are only going to be solved by engaging people on the issues that 

matter to them most. Anti-establishment and establishment candidates alike 

must gain votes to command a majority. That is the beauty of democracy - if and 

when people are willing to engage, tangible impact can be had, jobs will be lost 

and gained, new agendas implemented, and lives changed. 
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Protecting Freedom of 
Speech and Expression 

By Matthew Gillow, Managing Director 

“A state which dwarfs its men, in order that they may be more docile 

instruments in its hands even for beneficial purposes--will find that with small 

men no great thing can really be accomplished.” 

So said John Stuart Mill – father of Libertarianism and hero of the individual. Mill 

also told us that “mankind would be no more justified in silencing one person, 

than the one, if he had the power, would be justified in silencing mankind.” – 

why, then, are we being called to fight off assaults on freedom of speech and 

expression all the more frequently? In the early months of 2017 alone, University 

“safe spaces” and “no-platforming” have risen to the fore. The Leveson enquiry 

threatened to bring an end to investigative journalism. With the rise of social 

media, it’s becoming increasingly commonplace to wrap up in your 

echo-chamber and brand anybody that disagrees with you as bigoted or loony. 

For those who think the free press has gone too far. For those who think that the 

best way to deal with opposing viewpoints is to ignore them. You can’t have a 

genuine democracy without free expression. 

By definition, freedom of speech is the right to express one’s own views and is 

protected in the UK by the European Convention on Human Rights. The ECHR 

states that “everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall 

include freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart information.” 

Similarly, the 1949 Universal Declaration of Human Rights states in Article 19 that 

“everyone has the right to freedom of… expression; this right includes freedom to 

hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information” 

(Gillow, Filibuster UK.) 
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By TalkPolitics definition, free speech means listening to and debating opinions 

that differ from yours. Indeed, it means having access to all necessary, unbiased 

information and coming to your own conclusions without judgement on your 

character as a result of such. It means a free, but fair media. It means a proper 

education and reasoned political argument. It means stop getting offended and 

do something about the issues you care about. 

The younger generation is a mishmash of contradictions and promise. Often 

cited in mainstream media as the ‘political generation,’ the ‘smartest generation

ever,’ – why then was turnout amongst 18-24-year-olds at the 2015 UK general 

election only 43%? Why were early estimates for youth turnout in the EU 

referendum as low as 36%? And, if we are so obviously politically apathetic, why 

do University students protest en masse against tuition fees, against Donald 

Trump, against those that ignore them? 

For free expression, social media could be a brilliant weapon. Never before have 

so many people been able to access opinion, debate with a whole host of 

characters, and research around the areas they care about. That’s why 

TalkPolitics is advocating for improved digital training for young people to 

ensure the end of echo-chambers and a resurgence in debate and expression. In 

this way, we believe we can start bridging the gaps between North and South, 

old and young, rich and poor, that have sprung up. 

At TalkPolitics, we believe that not only is blocking free expression 

anti-democratic but also stymying of general discourse. You can’t have 

improvement without free discussion. That’s why our team, and the politicians 

we work with, come from a range of ideological backgrounds – and why we so 

often see governments U-turning on opposed policies; without the ability to 

disagree and protest, ideas remain one-dimensional, and representation is 

limited to tiny segments of society.  It’s also why we’re advocating for a

percentage cap on media ownership – to prevent a tiny number of firms owning 

the majority of UK media. Not only does concentration of media ownership 

mean a seriously restricted press (and after all, “the only security of all is in a free 

press,” says Thomas Jefferson) but it’s anti the free market ideals that Britain 

holds so dear. With a cap on media ownership, we promote the competition 

that is so essential to a genuinely free market.
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It’s in our name, and it’s in our logo. You can’t have a genuine democracy 

without talking, without discussion, without competition. Once people have 

been equipped with the facts and made up their own minds on key issues, then 

they shouldn’t be drowned out simply because some don’t agree with them. 

Time for the government to take genuine steps to protect free speech and 

challenge the safe space culture which is creeping into the digital age.
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Localism: taking politics 

out of Westminster 
By Richard Wood, Head of Media

"Politics shouldn’t just be about soundbites delivered with a shot of the Houses 

of Parliament in the background; it should be about engaging people in politics 

at a local, grass-roots level. UK political system is arguably one of the most 

centralised in the world. TalkPolitics support greater devolution of power to city 

mayors and local councils to ensure politics does not become Westminster- 

centric. We also believe that local councillors could play an important role in 

delivering political education." - Step 6 (10 Steps to a Better Democracy) 

Politics is “not just standing in Westminster at Prime Ministers’ Questions 

shouting at each other. You know that’s really not what it’s about; it’s about 

helping people and that’s why I’ve got here and a lot of young folk are really 

enthusiastic about improving their communities, but they don’t understand that 

you can do that as an MP so it’s kind of about making those links.”  - Kirsty 

Blackman MP (People Behind The Policy) 

The UK’s political system is highly centralised and incredibly Westminster- 

centric. Its centralisation has only been diluted in the last couple of decades

thanks to devolution in different parts of the country, but for many across our 

isles, the hubs of power still lie too far away. TalkPolitics strongly supports 

localism and the idea that power should be decentralised wherever appropriate 

and feasible. With this we also support making politics more accessible, all in all 

showing our support for bringing politics outside of Westminster. 

Bringing politics outside of Westminster
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Politics means power, and too often that power is inaccessible for many 

communities. When many people think of politics, replays of the rabble of PMQs 

will start in their minds’ eyes, and unfortunately, this will turn many off the whole 

thing. However, in reality, the spectacle that is PMQs - and other questioning 

sessions with ministers - is just one dimension of British politics. Of course, it’s 

important to hold the government to account through such channels, but 

politics is so much more than debating across an ancient chamber. Politics is the 

means to change one's community. This doesn't only mean at the top echelons 

of society for the UK as one large community, no, change also comes from the 

middle and bottom of society both in the sense of 'communities' further down 

the hierarchy of power (such as councils and devolved assemblies and 

parliaments), as well as through means outside governmental institutions. 

Therefore, in order to beat political apathy we need to tackle the bad image that 

politics has, and more specifically make politics more accessible - by 

emphasising that politics is more multidimensional than Westminster - and 

strengthening local powers to give smaller communities more of a say. 

As stated, MPs do more than just talk and vote in London. Being an MP involves a 

lot of work and time spent away from loved ones as MPs have to split their time 

between London and their constituency wherever that may be. Votes in the 

House and other political business conducted in the capital are truly important, 

but MPs represent constituencies and are the medium through which residents 

can communicate with the country’s government and parliament. The 

perception that MPs spend all of their time in a ‘Westminster bubble’ is one that 

has to be challenged. The flipside of this is promoting awareness of local 

constituency offices, the work MPs do for their local communities and their team 

of staff that work in the constituency, helping out with casework and linking 

power with people. 

Our ‘People Behind the Policies’ interviews, for instance, aim to show that 

politicians are human too and spread the word that our political representatives 

Changing attitudes to politics 

Challenging the Westminster-centric narrative 
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are not just faceless men and women in a distant Palace of Westminster. The 

series of interviews includes talks with Nick Clegg MP, Nicky Morgan MP, Hilary 

Benn MP and much more. Additionally, the fact that a relatively new campaign 

group has managed to get interviews with such high-profile MPs shows that 

politicians are more accessible that some may think. 

In our ‘People Behind The Politics’ interview with Kirsty Blackman MP, she

discussed how she uses social media to reach out to constituents who otherwise 

might not have been able to contact her. Social media is one innovative way MPs 

are connecting with their constituents and we hope that the 2017 parliamentary 

intake embrace this more than any other parliament before them in order to 

bridge the gap. New technologies are incredible tools for strengthening our 

democracy, which is also why TalkPolitics supports looking into digital voting 

options for the electorate, and is committed to supporting a system whereby 

MPs can vote on bills when away from parliament if they know how they would 

vote. It’s important to have debate in the chamber, but such an option would 

allow more flexibility for MPs, and allow them to spend more time in their 

constituencies whilst also casting votes. Furthermore, the ability for MPs to vote 

at the click of a button in the chamber like in Holyrood rather than wasting time 

valuable parliamentary time through queuing would streamline and modernise 

parliament, making the whole thing more accessible. 

Apathy is damaging and these are just some of the steps that should be taken to 

beat it in order to create a better, more accessible democracy.

The other way of making politics more accessible is by bringing power directly to 

the people. That's why TalkPolitics backs the current trend of powers moving 

down from Westminster and to local communities. However, the great shame is 

that the further down the hierarchy of democracy one goes, the sharper turnout 

falls. Council elections traditionally only get turnouts of around a third of the 

electorate. Elections for devolved institutions have higher turnouts, but well 

above the rest stands turnout for UK general elections. This is because power is 

concentrated right at the top of British society. Luckily, the tide is turning against 

this concentration, with the latest addition to localism being the Metro Mayors, 

first elected in 2017 and the city deals scheme.

Localism
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Localism is beneficial, but turnout is just too low and that needs tackled – it’s all 

very well having these layers of governance, but they need to be legitimised with 

higher turnouts. Too often councils are talking shops, and clearly people are only 

voting in elections which they think will have more of an impact. This is why we 

support strengthening the powers of local councils and giving them more 

responsibility, something that would make elections to them more relevant due 

to the increased ability of them to make needed changes. 

Furthermore, councils are not just faceless machines that are at fault when bins 

are uncollected, no, councils, have a large say in one’s local community, and that 

needs to be promoted more. Individuals need to be engaged with the work that 

councils currently do, especially young people who are less likely to vote than 

their older counterparts. Our interviews with young local councillors aim to 

counteract this, showing that young people can get involved and get engaged to 

better their communities. 

Localism and devolution is happening slowly. There is no coherent vision about 

how power should flow from the top, but the consensus here at TalkPolitics is 

that bringing democracy closer to people will result in better, more appropriate 

decisions being made.

Westminster clearly has its role; that is not being disagreed with. However, too 

many decisions are being made in London, meaning they are more likely to 

reflect the will of the whole country, rather than the will of people in different 

smaller communities, even when those decisions would have more relevance 

when being made at a more local level. 

The United Kingdom’s party system is changing, and new technologies are 

shaping the way business is done all the time. It’s time British politics steps into 

the 21st century, and making politics more accessible to people across the 

country is one way in which this can be done. 

Conclusion
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Conclusion 
By Cameron Broome, Editor-in-Chief 

At present, politics is faced with so many complex challenges. Fake news. A lack 

of nuance in debates. Social media ‘bubbles’. Free speech under threat. 

Disillusionment between politicians and the public. A centralisation of power. 

The UK seems as divided as ever before, with a toxic political atmosphere. 

But we believe greater optimism is needed; the snap general election offers an 

opportunity to engage young people in politics and help them have a say in their 

future. Our ’10 Steps Towards A Better Democracy’ is an essential tool in tackling 

the political apathy that plagues our democracy. 

From political education to greater MP outreach work in schools, we want to 

create a political system that engages everyone, not just political anoraks and 

geeks. It’s time to make politics more accessible, less pretentious, more down to 

earth and relatable to ordinary people’s everyday lives. That’s why it’s so 

important to teach politics in schools. Politics is unavoidable; everything in the 

world is touched in some way, shape or form by politics, and so can engagement 

in politics cannot be avoided. We need to make young people aware of just how 

important (and most importantly how exciting) politics can be. 

Let’s encourage our MPs to follow these 10 steps and help tackle the apathy that 

plagues our democracy. Politics should be accessible to all - so #LetsTalkPolitics. 


